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Príncipe don Felipe de Borbón

Cher président Rogge, honorables membres du CIO, mesdames et messieurs  –bonjour, buenas tardes.

Avant de commencer, nous voudrions dire quelque chose à vous tous.

Grâce à vos efforts sans relâche, le rêve olympique reste vivant pour nous tous, ce qui à mes yeux, chers membres, est vraiment magique.

Aussi aimerions-nous rendre hommage à ces efforts et dire « merci ».  Le travail que vous réalisez chaque jour rend notre monde meilleur  –c’est là un authentique héritage olympique.

Y ahora me gustaría decir unas palabras en Español:

Porque en nuestra lengua común queremos también felicitar a Buenos Aires por conseguir  los Juegos Olímpicos de la Juventud en 2018  –¡enhorabuena!

Espero y confío en que algo de la suerte y buen hacer que han tenido, hoy nos acompañe.  (SONRISA)

Gracias Argentina, Gracias Buenos Aires, por su cariño y apoyo. 
And now, I will continue in English.

Ladies and gentlemen, this is an interesting time to be bidding for the Olympic and Paralympic Games  –especially for the third time.

Some people around the world have begun to question the costs of hosting large events -  such as the Games -  in times of economic uncertainty.   

But frankly, I don’t see this as a threat to Olympism;  I see it as an opportunity.

It is an opportunity because sport is one of the most effective long-term investments a society can make in its future. 

And the benefits of sport are really measured in generations, not just in dollars and cents.  The people of Madrid know this.

But I believe sport also provides something even more extraordinary:  sport provides human dignity.  It shapes social behavior, creating long lasting bonds of tolerance and respect.
That powerful part of the Olympic Movement’s magic explains so well why this bid is so important to my country and to me.

After the Barcelona Games of ‘92, Spain was bursting with pride and accomplishment.  All of us felt that we were part of something big  –something good for the world, and something good for us.

So - with all my heart - I really, really want our young people today to feel the same way; to feel Spain moving forward.
We need this now, as we need it for the generations to follow  –and that, of course, includes Pau's future kids as well. (SMILE)

In Lausanne last July I told you how much being an Olympian meant to me and to my family.  But I failed to mention that the importance of that memory has by no means diminished over time.

With each passing year, I better understand the fortunate role I played, however small, in Olympic history  –a magnificent history, graced by great thinkers such as Aristotle, Plato and Socrates.

You know, given my mother's Greek heritage, I felt that I just had to add a few of her former  –although ancient–  countrymen into this speech…. and I'm quite sure she is listening!  

In the Barcelona Games, I was honored to live in the Olympic Village, along with my teammates and athletes from all over the world;  and that too taught me a valuable lesson:
I learned that we should not practice sport solely in the pursuit of glory  –rather, we should practice sport more in the pursuit of celebrating each other.

And this brings me to the central question for you  –and us–  today:  “Why vote for Madrid 2020?”

First –>  Madrid 2020 is based on the tangible achievements of our past two bids  –we have kept every promise and delivered a plan that is 80% complete for athletes and for sport.

Second –>  Spain has made the tough choices, the sacrifices and the responsible decisions over the past 10 years, to present you with an Olympic and Paralympic Games bid that is both an affordable and a responsible model for the future.
Third –>  Madrid 2020 will be a trustworthy, experienced partner for the IOC and for sport  –as we always have been, and will be.  

And finally, this bid is incredibly important to all of us:  all of Spain wants the Games.

Ladies and gentleman, today, I am not addressing you just as the Crown Prince of Spain.  

I am an Olympian and a proud father of two young daughters who, similar to billions of other children, are hopeful for a brighter future.  I have seen Olympism at work, and I know it can deliver that bright future for all young people.

There is a reason we have spent 10 years transforming our city for the Games; there is a reason why we are here again asking for your confidence for the 3rd time.

And that reason, is our belief in Olympism.  

Dear members, I pledge to you, on behalf of our entire nation, that all of us – including me - are both eager and prepared to work hard alongside you, hand-in-hand, during these next 7 years on your historic journey to the Games of 2020.  

And on that journey, I know that together we can write a brilliant new chapter in Olympic history; a chapter that honors your glorious heritage, inspires the entire world in a city designed for the Games, and helps Spain continue on its path to a brilliant, shining future. 

All we ask, is that you believe in this bid…believe in our great team…and believe in our dedication to sport as strongly as we believe in you. 

And guess what – now, more than ever - Madrid just Makes Sense 

Thank you, muchas gracias, and merci beaucoup. –Cher President Rogge, cela conclu notre presentation.
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